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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-6, 40, 41 and 44 are pending. Claims 1 and 44 have been amended in 
this communication filed 5/23/07 and claims 7-10, 16-19, 23, 25-29, 32, and 34-39 have 
been cancelled in a prior Office Action and claims 11-15, 20-22, 24, 30, 31 , 33, 42, 43, 
and 45-48 were withdrawn in this or a previous Office Action. However, claims 11-15, 
20-22, 24, 30, 31, 33, 42, 43, and 45-48 along with claims 7-10, 16-19, 23, 25-29, 32, 
and 34-39 are now cancelled. 

2. The Objection to the Specification has been overcome by Applicants' 
amendment to the Specification and the objection is hereby withdrawn. 

3. The Double Patenting rejection of claims 1-6, 40, 41, and 44 over claims 1-6, 40, 
41, 47-51, and 57-61 of co-pending Application No. 09/483,182 has been overcome by 
filing a Terminal Disclaimer making the rejection moot. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-6, 40, 41, and 44 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record (Robert Criag, "The Schema Wars" -non-patent reference) teaches a star 
schema which provides a hierarchical, multidimensional view of data and a dimensional 
model that takes care of aggregates and reduces the number of joins, the star schema 
also providing a multidimensional view of the data based on familiar relational 
technology having a central table (the fact table) and dimensional tables with each 
dimension table having a single-part primary key and the fact table having a multipart 
primary key which is a concatenation of the dimension table keys. Gabrielle Gagnon, 



Application/Control Number: 09/483,385 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3694 

"Designing a data mart" (non-patent reference) teaches a dimensional model 
implemented in a relational system called a star join schema or a star schema where a 
central fact table contains attributes to be measured with the rest of the dimension 
tables containing descriptive attributes and the dimension tables arranged in a star 
pattern. Jakobsson et al (US 5,848,408) teaches a star query being transformed by 
adding a star query sub-queries that are not in the query and two dimension tables and 
one table that constitutes a star schema in which the one table is a fact table. 
Even though, the prior art teaches a star schema, the prior art fails to teach or render 
obvious the instant invention which appears to be beyond the skill of one of ordinary 
skill in the art. Accordingly the invention would NOT have been obvious because one of 
ordinary skill could not have been expected to achieve the method and computer 
readable medium with one or more instructions for causing a processor to perform the 
steps of receiving a definition of a reverse star schema meta-model and generating a 
data warehouse populated with information from a source database and according with 
the reverse star schema meta model, NOR would they have been able to predict the 
results, and as such, they would have had no capability of expecting success. 
For these reasons claims 1 and 44 are deemed allowable over the prior art of record, 
and claims 2-6, 40, and 41 are allowed by dependency. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Other Prior Art 

Malloy et al (US 5,905,985); Stephen Peterson, "Stars: A Pattern Language for 
Query Optimized Schema"; Torben Bach Pedersen and Christian S. Jensen; 
"Multidimensional Data modeling for Complex Data". 

Inquiries 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ella Colbert whose telephone number is 571-272-6741 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
5:30AM-3:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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